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Legislative

UPDATE

2009 REGULAR SESSION

(VOLUME 1 MAY 25, 2009)

OVERVIEW

We have just passed the halfway point in this two-month long "fiscal plus five"
legislative session. A total of 1,243 bills and 218 resolutions were filed of
which we are tracking 229.

The primary focus of this session has been the budget cuts proposed by the
Administration on higher education and healthcare. This has been necessitated by
the $1.3 billion shortfall in revenue due to falling corporate, sales and personal
income taxes as a result of the national recession. Gov. Bobby Jindal has stressed
that the state is facing three years of falling revenue. He is resisting taxes to restore
the cuts. The Senate will soon consider various means of mitigating the extent of the
cuts, e.g., delaying implementation of personal income tax rate cuts, cigarette taxes,
use of the Rainy Day fund, etc.

Funding for the scholarship program and social services has been negatively
impacted in the current status of HB 1, the state's FY 2009-10 budget bill.

HIGH PRIORITY ISSUES AND THEIR STATUS
(IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)

FREEDOM OF RELIGION - HB 340 ... Rep. Cameron Henry offered this legislative
measure which would take the form of a Louisiana constitutional amendment. This
bill was brought forward at the request of the Louisiana Family Forum and does
include some conscience rights protection. It has passed the House and awaits a
hearing in Senate Judiciary A Committee.

HEALTHCARE CONSCIENCE RIGHTS-HB 517 ... This bill by Rep. Bernard LeBas began
as a broadly drafted measure which would protect the conscience rights of health
care professionals, including pharmacists. Therefore, after amending it once to get
it out of House Civil Law Committee, the bill was amended on the House floor yet
again. The posture in which the bill now resides would only protect the rights of
conscience for those health care providers working within the public sector, and
only for enumerated procedures and prescriptions. This amendment has essentially
diluted the bill to where it no longer has any strong meaning as it relates to the
Catholic view of conscience rights protection. We will be strongly opposing the bill
in its current form as it is heard in the Senate Health and Welfare Committee.

HUMAN ANIMAL HYBRIDS - SB 115 . . . This bill, prohibiting the creation of
human-animal hybrid embryos for the purpose of scientific research, has sailed



through the Senate. The bill will be heard within the coming week in the House Administration of
Criminal Justice Committee. We will be lobbying this committee persistently to ensure that the momentum
behind this measure does not wane.

REQUIRED SERVICES PROGRAM . .. Nearly every entity is being cut in this difficult budget session, however,
Required Services has NOT been cut. Neither the Administration cut the program in the budget they
presented to the Legislature, nor the House Appropriations Committee when the budget bill (HB 1) was
voted out of committee last week.

SCHOLARSHIP MONIES . . . The Administration asked the legislature for an increase of $2.2 Million for FY
2010 (in addition to the $4 million in FY 2009) for the New Orleans Scholarship Program, but the House
Appropriations Committee cut the increase. The Administration is optimistic about restoring the increase
later in the process.

MEDIUM PRIORITY ISSUES AND THEIR STATUS
(IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)

BUS TRANSPORTATION TO PRIVATE SCHOOLS ORLEANS PARISH -SB 220... This bill by Sen. J.P. Morrell would
permit the Orleans Parish school board to legally opt out of providing transportation to private school
students. We are vigorously opposing the bill as it would set a bad precedent for the rest of the state. The
Jindal Administration also opposes the bill.

DEMONSTRATIONS OUTSIDE SCHOOLS AND HOSPITALS-SB 74 ... Sen. Ed Murray’s bill has not yet been heard
in Senate Judiciary C Committee. We spoke with Sen. Murray to inform him that we have concerns with
his bill due to its breadth, specifically that it may prohibit such things as sidewalk counseling near abortion
clinics. He admitted that there are many problems with the bill including its constitutionality. Therefore,
he has voluntarily deferred the bill in order and will determine whether or not it will be heard at all.

FREEDOM OF CHOICE ACT REJECTION -SCR 5 ... This concurrent resolution memorializing Congress to reject
the Freedom of Choice Act narrowly passed the Senate Judiciary B Committee although not all of the
members of the committee were present to vote. Sen. A.G. Crowe is now waiting to have the measure
heard by the full Senate. LCCB was the only entity present to show support for the resolution. Sen. Crowe
expressed appreciation and a desire to work with us as it advances through the process.

PAROLE ELIGIBILITY FOR JUVENILE OFFENDERS - HB 715 . .. Rep. Walt Leger proposed this measure which
would have given 15-to 16-year-old juvenile offenders sentenced to life without parole the possibility of
being heard by a parole board at the age of 31. The bill was heard in House Administration of Criminal
Justice Committee and failed. We expected it would pass and be debated on the House floor, but four
committee members switched their vote at the last minute.

PLANNED PARENTHOOD DAY -HCR 66 AND SCR 46 ... Rep. Karen Carter Peterson authored HCR 66 while
Sen. Lydia Jackson brought SCR 46. Both of these concurrent resolutions slipped through the clerk of their
respective chambers but eventually were derailed through our efforts along with other pro-life groups.
Given that these resolutions were controversial, the clerk should have assigned them to a committee for
a hearing. After they passed we lobbied to have them assigned to committees in the other chamber for a
hearing. HCR 66 has been assigned to Senate Health and Welfare while SCR 46 will be heard in House
Health and Welfare. This was part of a larger attempt to have a fully recognized Planned Parenthood Day
on May 13, 2009 which was thwarted.

TAX EXEMPTION FOR EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT - HB 389 ... Rep. Hunter Greene, Chair of
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the House Ways and Means Committee, introduced this bill at our request. Our exemption has been
renewed several times over the last 13 years. It would give nonpublic schools a permanent exemption just
as the public schools have. Over the last 13 years the exemption has been temporary and had to be
renewed several times. Only $8 Million is available to the committee in tax relief. While the fiscal note
on our bill is $1 Million, there are hundreds of millions of dollars being requested in tax exemptions via
231 bills filed by other entities. We have lobbied the committee and have some support. This bill is still
very much in play.

TAX EXEMPTION ON FOOD SERVED IN SCHOOLS-HB189... This bill was introduced at our request to provide
retroactive tax relief to all institutions (public, private, university, hospital) on the food that has been
served in their cafeterias during the last three years (including nonpublic school cafeterias). The Louisiana
Department of Revenue recently discovered that it had not been collecting this tax for the past 20 years.
Legally, the department can collect the taxes of the last three years, and therefore sent a letter to schools
stating they would have to pay up. This bill would negate this delinquent collection. It has wide support
and is expected to pass easily.

ToBAcco TAX-HB 75 ... This bill would have increased the tax on cigars from 8% of the invoice price
to 12% of the invoice price, the price of smokeless tobacco from 20% of the invoice price to 30% of the
invoice price, and the tax on a pack of cigarettes by a total of $1.00. The revenue generated from these
increases would have been used to fill the gap created by the disproportionate cuts to higher education
and healthcare in the state's budget. Many individuals and entities including LCCB supported this
measure. However, the bill failed in the House Ways and Means Committee largely because it was a tax
increase. The Governor has made it very clear that he does not approve of and will veto any tax increase.
Rep. Peterson is attempting the same measure in the form of HB 889 which will be heard in House Ways
and Means. Instead of raising the tax of a pack of cigarettes by $1.00, the bill would raise it by $0.50. All
other increases mentioned in HB 75 would remain the same.

LOW PRIORITY ISSUES

Child Sex Trafficking - HB 564 . . . Rep. Neil Abramson has brought this bill to create the crime of
trafficking of children for sexual purposes. It passed the House and is waiting to be heard in the Senate
Judiciary C Committee.

DRUG TESTING FOR RECIPIENTS OF FEDERAL ASSISTANCE - HB 137 ... Rep. John LaBruzzo initiated this bill
which would create further “suspicionless” drug testing for all recipients of federal assistance. We opposed
this measure and it failed in the House Health and Welfare Committee.

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE - HB 781 ... Rep. Walker Hines has brought this measure to directly combat the
growing problem of homelessness in Louisiana. If passed, it would create a “homelessness czar” position
within the Department of Social Services whose function would be to develop and implement a ten-year
comprehensive strategy to reduce homelessness. This bill will be heard in House Health and Welfare
Committee.

SAFE HAVEN LAW INSTRUCTION NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS - HCR 45 . .. This resolution requests that nonpublic
schools instruct students on the safe haven program for newly born infants.

FINAL NOTE ... We also monitor dozens of public school bills to ensure private schools are not amended
into the legislation.
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